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Meeting 45th Scientific Committee meeting 

Date 10–11.11.2016 

Venue EMCDDA (meeting room 107) 

Present See participants’ list (Annex 1) 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

Gerhard Bühringer welcomed the Scientific Committee members and other participants. The agenda 
(Annex 2) (1) was unanimously adopted after all members agreed to postpone item 7.2 (Note on the 
evaluation of policies (action 47 of the EUAP)), until an exchange between the chair, the vice-chair and 
Brice De Ruyver could take place. Henri Bergeron and Rainier Spanagel were excused. 

2. Feedback from the Chair on MB and other meetings  (including HDG) 

The chair provided feedback from the meetings he attended on behalf of the Scientific Committee: 1) the 
53rd Management Board (MB) meeting July, where he particularly highlighted the presentation on EU 
presidency priorities by the incoming Slovakian Presidency, and the presentation and discussion on the 
EMCDDA 2020–2025 strategy; and the 2) the Annual Dialogue on Research of the Horizontal Drugs 
Group on 9 November in Brussels, where the chair presented the document Contribution from the 
EMCDDA Scientific Committee on drug-related research priorities for the HDG’s Annual Dialogue on 
Research, which stresses the need for a more integrated agenda in order to avoid wasting funds and 
creating unnecessary overlaps of research priorities. 

3. Scientific award: rules of procedure for the 201 7 edition 

Maria Moreira presented the rules of procedure of the Scientific award (Annex 3). This was followed by a 
discussion during which the members of the Scientific Committee agreed on changes to be suggested to 
the Director for the 2017 edition. 

The winners of the 2016 edition were awarded in a ceremony that took place in the margins of the 
Scientific Committee meeting, on 10 November 2016 (2).  

                                                      
(1) All meeting documents and presentations referred to in these minutes are available on the Scientific Committee extranet. 

(2) Full details on the Scientific award and award ceremony are available on the EMCDDA public website. 
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4. Restricted session 

The Scientific Committee met in a restricted session to discuss their role and ways of making their work 
more efficient and productive. Suggestions stemming from this session will be discussed with EMCDDA 
senior staff and used to improve the work of the Scientific Committee. 

5. Update on the EMCDDA single programming document s (SPD) 

Maria Moreira updated the members of the Scientific Committee on the planning cycle of the EMCDDA 
and of the implications for their work, focusing on 2018 (Annex 4). The Scientific Committee members will 
receive a draft of the 2018–2020 SPD on 31 January 2017 and are encouraged to send suggestions and 
recommendations. This will be followed by a discussion at the Scientific Committee meeting in May 2017 
and the adoption of a formal opinion, by written procedure, in Autumn 2017. 

The formal opinion of the Scientific Committee on the EMCDDA 2017–19 single programming document, 
including the 2017 work programme (Annex 5) was adopted by written procedure and will be presented to 
the Management Board at their 54th meeting, in December 2017. 

6. Feedback and update on main developments at the EMCDDA (including 
projects and publications) 

Liesbeth Vandam gave feedback to the Scientific Committee on recent/ongoing EMCDDA projects 
(Annex 6). The Scientific Committee members expressed their interest on the projects and their 
availability to become more involved. They suggested that future break-out sessions with the scientific 
staff (usually taking place during the spring meeting) could be organised around projects. 

7. Follow-up points 

7.1. Election of chair and vice-chair for the manda te 2017–2019 

It was proposed to have the election at the 46th meeting of the Scientific Committee in May 2017 and 
that Gerhard Bühringer and Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen could continue to act as chair and vice-
chair until that meeting. Expressions of interest for both chair and vice-chair can be made during the 
upcoming months. Maria Moreira reminded the members of the Scientific Committee of the articles in 
the rules of procedure concerning the election, including voting by proxy (Annex 7). 

7.2. Note on the evaluation of policies (action 47 of the EUAP) 

The discussion was postponed to a future meeting. Gerhard Bühringer, Anne Line Bretteville-Jensen 
and Brice De Ruyver will discuss next steps via phone conference. 

7.3. Feedback from the EU-Advisory Network for Scie ntific Advice (EU-ANSA) 

Maria Moreira gave an overview of the EU-ANSA network, including the core components, 
characteristics, aims, publications and work programme (Annex 8). The EMCDDA will host the 10th 
EU-ANSA meeting in November 2017, with a specific focus on foresight. The Scientific Committee 
welcomed the initiative and suggested to use the opportunity to further promote social sciences and 
addition-related topics within the network. 
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7.4. Feedback on Lisbon Addictions 2017 (24–26 Octo ber 2017) 

Maria Moreira briefly updated the Scientific Committee on the latest developments regarding the 
preparation of the Lisbon Addictions Conference 2017 and the key dates for registration and 
submissions of abstracts (Annex 9). 

The Scientific Committee members suggested not having too many parallel streams in order to avoid 
low attendance in some sessions. They also suggested improving the promotion of posters, e.g. by 
organising a social event (e.g. lunch) during poster sessions. 

8. Current risk-assessment procedures 

Ana Gallegos updated the members of the Scientific Committee on the EMCDDA–Europol Joint Report 
on acryloylfentanyl (Annex 10) that was submitted to the institutions on 16 November. In addition, a data 
collection for the preparation of a Joint Report on furanylfentanyl, which is also a fentanyl derivative, was 
launched on 16 November.  

Roumen Sedefov updated the members of the Scientific Committee on developments and implications 
concerning the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EC) Nº 1920/2006 as regards information exchange, early warning system and risk 
assessment procedure on new psychoactive substances. The new legislative process, still under 
discussion, will imply tighter deadlines, as it will be reduced from 26 weeks to 14 weeks (from the launch 
of the process to the submission of the risk-assessment report) (Annex 11).  

The statement ‘The implementation of control measures may also lead to the criminalisation of those who 
continue to use this substance with the possible attendant risks of socio-economic stigmatisation and 
marginalisation’, used in risk-assessment reports, was discussed, at the request of a member of the 
Scientific Committee. Brendan Hughes outlined the available evidence relating to this statement. As some 
members of the committee had different opinions on whether this statement should be kept in risk-
assessment reports, re-phrased or deleted from risk-assessment reports, it was agreed that suggestions 
for change will be forwarded to the vice-chair, who will provide a concrete suggestion for change before 
the next risk assessment takes place. 

9. Address by the Director: Strategy 2025  

The members of the Scientific Committee were invited to provide feedback on the draft EMCDDA 
Strategy 2025 on 14 October 2016. The Director thanked the members for their feedback and presented 
an overview of the main components of the 2025 strategy and the next steps (Annex 12). The Scientific 
Committee congratulated him on the document and the inclusive drafting process. They also contributed 
with additional comments and suggestions. The Director welcomed the additional input, which will be 
considered when finalising the document. The draft EMCDDA Strategy 2025 and draft 2020 roadmap for 
its implementation will be presented to the Management Board at their 54th meeting, in December 2016. 

10. Any other business (AOB) 

The Scientific Committee agreed on their meeting dates for 2017: 

• Acryloylfentanyl risk assessment (if one is requested): working group meeting 21 February and 
extended Scientific Committee meeting 22 February. 

• Furanylfentanyl risk assessment (if one is requested): working group meetings in the morning of 
22 May, followed by the extended Scientific Committee meeting of in the afternoon. 

• 46th meeting of the Scientific Committee: 23–24 May. 
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• 47th meeting of the Scientific Committee: 7–8 November (provisional reservation of 9–10 
November, in case an additional risk assessment is needed). 

Annexes 

Annex 1 — Participants’ list 

Annex 2 — Agenda (SciCom/01/45) 

Annex 3 — Scientific award: rules of procedure for the 2017 edition (SciCom/03/45) 

Annex 4 — Update on the EMCDDA single programming documents (presentation by Maria Moreira 
on behalf of Paul Griffiths) 

Annex 5 — Formal opinion of the Scientific Committee on the EMCDDA 2017–19 single programming  
document, including the 2017 work programme 

Annex 6 — Feedback and update on main developments at the EMCDDA (presentation by Liesbeth 
Vandam on behalf of Paul Griffiths) 

Annex 7 — Rules of procedure for the election of the chair and vice-chair (SciCom/07.1/45) 

Annex 8 — Feedback on EU-ANSA (presentation by Maria Moreira on behalf of Paul Griffiths) 

Annex 9 — Lisbon Addictions Conference 2017 (presentation by Maria Moreira) 

Annex 10 — EMCDDA–Europol joint report on acryloylfentanyl (SciCom/08/45) (presentation by Ana 
Gallegos) 

Annex 11 — Possible future deadlines for risk assessments (presentation by Roumen Sedefov) 

Annex 12 — EMCDDA draft 2025 strategy 


